










Year Ending December 31, 1892.
HAVERHILL, MASS.
MITCHELL & HOYT, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS
1893.




Valuation of the town April 1, 189:^.
Real estate, $240,640 00
Number of horses, 151, 9,070 00
cows, 499, 11,665 00
oxen, 20, 900 00
neat stock, 29, 495 00
hogs, 9, 70 00
sheep, 16, 40 00
carriages, 3, 160 OS
3Ioney at interest, 15,989 00
Stock in public fund, 4,000 00
Stock in trade, 6,165 00
Number of polls, 132, 13,200 00
Mills, 600 00
Total valuation, $302,994 00












The Selectmen have received and paid to the Treasurer the fol-
lowing sums :
State railroad tax, $115 27
State savings bank taxy 226 53
State literary fund, 66 56
Received from County for pauper account, 69 85
Received for cemetery lots, 4 00
1482 21
The Selectmen have given order on the Treasurer as follows :
School board, $588 00
SNOW BILLS.
Daniel W. Goodnow, spring of 1892,
Moses B. Stevens, " "





C. F. Noyes, spring of 1892,
G. A. Page,
Daniel W. Goodnow, district No. 4,
George E. Wright,





EXPENSE ON ROADS ABOVE RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX.
Daniel W. Goodnow, district No. 2, $12 00
Daniel W. Goodnow, district No. 4, 13 50
H. N. Sawyer, 63 07






John B. Mason, running road machine,
19
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
M. B. Stevens, wood for schoolhouse, 4 25
E. G. Johnson, trees near monument, 9 00
E. C. Eastman, inventory and surveyors' books, 3 65
Sarah L. Cragin, land damage, 70 00
C A. Knigbt, damage to sheep by dogs, 4 00
M. W. Jenkins, irons and screws for hall, 4 75
M. G. Calef, brooms, pails, and oils for school-
houses, 3 42
S. B, Mason, lead, oil, and painting hearse-house, 6 00
S. B. Mason, setting posts for cemetery gate, 1 00
S. B. Mason, lumber and working on cemetery
gate,
S. B. Mason, labor and lumber for railing hall
Hanscom Bros., irons for road machine,
Trustees of Academy, use of hall,
iN. 11. Kus.sell, repairs on schoolhouse No. 5,
\y. B. Knight, ringing bell,
A. J. Hall, public watering-trough,
G. A. Page, express and stationery,
G. A. Page, time and expense to Kxeter,
G. E. Wright, labor in cemetery,
Isaac S. Noyes, damage to plow,
Jason Given, public watering-trough,
Gilman Greenough, school books,
3
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
Andrew J. Ela, poll,
Daniel W. Reynolds, poll,
Hiram N, Holt,
Albert E. Lewis,
W. C. Noyes, overtaxed,
James Cullen, overtaxed.
Heirs of Mary Knight, overtaxed,





Heirs of J. K, Gordon,
TOWN OFFICERS.
School boai-d,
George A. Page, town clerk,
Gilman Greenough, treasurer,
Isaac S. Noyes, supervisor,
Samuel P. Foote, supervisor,
Samuel N. Little, supervisor,
Samuel B. Mason, collector,
Washington B. Wason, selectman,
James M. Nesmith, selectman,
George A. Page, selectman,
S. B. Mason, district clerk.
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
Paid on account of schools,





" " abatement of taxes,
" " town officers,
" " State tax,
" " County tax,
Balance in favor of the town,
588
COLLECTOR'S REPORT.
The Collector charges himself with timouut in warraut, $2525 1)5
And credits himself
—
With receipts of Treasnrei', 240!) 5T>
With non-resident highway receipts, 40 54
(9)
$2450 07




The treasurer charges himself with
—
Cash on hand March 1, 1892, $ 22 57
Received from State raih-oad tax, 115 27
State literary fund, 66 50
State savings bank tax, 226 53
County of Rockingham, 69 85
Town clerk for dog licenses, 85 00
Sale of cemetery lots, 4 00
Taxes of 1891, 170 18
Taxes of 1892, 2409 53
Auditor's Report.
Atkinson, N. H., March 1, 1893.
We the uudersigned, Auditors for the town of Atkinson for the
year ending March 1, 189:3, have examined the accounts of the
Selectmen, Collector, and Treasurer, and have found them correctly
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As required by law, the following report is respectfully submitted
for the year ending March 1, 189.'j :
School No. 2.
This school began April 1 1 , and continued with the exception of
one week, when it was closed on account of the illness of the
teacher, until June 24— a period of eleven weeks. Whole number of
scholars, eleven. Teacher, Mary E. Butell, of this town. Only one
pupil, Annie M. Little, is reported as not being absent or tardy.
Three are recorded as having refrained from whispermg during the
term, and their names are here given, Marion Hoitt, Martha Went-
worth, and Annie M. Little. The fall term began September 7 and
was eleven and three-fifths weeks in length—closing November 23.
Teacher, Mary L. Thomas. Whole number of scholars, twelve.
Iva F. Whittaker, Henry T. Batchelder, and Arthur A. Batchelder
were not absent or tardy during the term.
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School No. 3.
The spring term of this school was kept by Mary L. Thomas, and
was eleven weeks in length, beginning April 11 and ending June 24.
Whole number of scholars, sixteen. The names of six—Lena F.
Calef, Verta A. Smith, Nellie Foster, Bechtel Scott, and Chester A.
Crowell are upon the rcll of perfect attendance. The fall term,
commencing September 5 and closing November 2.3, was eleven and
three-fifths weeks in length. Whole number of pupils, eighteen.
Teacher, Mary E. Butell. Pauline Calef, Willie C. Adams, and
Chester A. Crowell were not absent or tardy during the terra.
School No. 4.
The spring term of this school was taught by Carrie F. Adams, of
Haverhill, Mass., who was the teacher for the two previous terms.
It began April 11 and continued until June 24, being nearly eleven
weeks in length. Whole number of scholars, eight—oue-half of
whom. Bertha L. Hoitt, Ralph Freeman, Lizzie M. Hoitt, and Nellie
A. Hoitt are reported as not being absent or tardy. The fall term
began September 12 and closed December 2, being eleven and three-
fifths weeks in length. It was taught by Rose A. Todd, of South New-
market, and was her first attempt at teaching. Whole number of
scholars, seven, none of whom appear to have been neither absent
nor tardy during the term.
School No. 5.
The spring term of this school began April 11 and closed June 24,
being eleven weeks in length. The whole number of pupils who at-
tended was twelve. The names of Edwin E. Brickett and Arthur D.
Goodrich appear upon the roll of perfect attendance for this term.
The fall term was eleven and three-fifths weeks in length, beginning
September 6 and ending November 23. Both terms were taught by
Mary L. Noyes, of this town, and who had taught one term pre-
viously here. Whole number of scholars, eleven, all of whom seem
to have been either absent or tardy once or more throughout the
term.
The foregoing, together with the items to be found in the tabular
statement herewith submitted, comprises substantially all that is re-
quired by our law in the annual report of the School Board. Such
i8 SCHOOL REPORT.
suggestions as they may think necessary on the management of our
common schools and on the subject of education generally may also
be made, and are customary, but it is extremely doubtful whether
they have much, if any, lasting effect on the minds of those who are
most intimately connected with and interested in the welfare and
proper education of the young. Were it otherwise, we should not
fail at this time to reiterate and emphasize the suggestions heretofore
made in these annual reports. We should urge upon the minds of
some of our teachers the necessity of maintaining better order in the
schools under their charge. Whispering and moving about the
school-room without permission should be positively forbidden, and
laughing aloud might in most cases be dispensed with without any
detriment to the school. Then, too, some of our schools have suf-
fered on account of the iri'eguhirity of the attendance of their pupils,
and in this respect our record is much behind that of previous years.
There certainly can be no good excuse for all the absences, that
deface some of our registers this year.
Our school population is constantly changing from year to year,
and for the first time in its history, perhaps, no school has been
kept in the former district No. 1 during the year and where within
the memory of the middle-aged of our citizens there were twenty-five
or more scholars, only two or three could be found at the beginning
of the present year, a number so small that it was not deemed advis-
able to maintain a school. In No. 5, which last year had only a
single term of school and none at all during the year 1890, the
scholars have increased in number, so that they have had the same
amount of schooling as other sections of the town where schools have
been maintained.
The statutes relating to schools are continually being amended and
changed, so that it is almost impossible to keep track of them, and
what was good law at the beginning of a year may not be so at the
end, and it would seem as if every educational quack in the State was
bent on having them altered so as to suit his own particular whim or
fancy. For instance, as the law now is, or rather was at the begin-
ning of the present year, no examination of candidates proposing to
teach is required—the statute in relation to that subject having been
entirely stricken out. They may, of course, bring testimonials of
their fitness and ability from their former teachers, and also from
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others who are disposed to help them iu obtaining situations ; but
when we reflect on the ease and facility with which such recommen-
dations can be obtained, we shall see how worthless and unreliable
they are, and iu fact, some of the poorest teachers we have ever met
with have been the best equipped iu this respect. The law in ques-
tion had been on our statutes for nearly a century, we think. It had
always worked well in practice, and in a great many instances had
prevented incompetent and unfit persons from obtaining schools. No
one, so far us we know, had ever complained that it was unreasona-
ble or unjust, and why it should have been thus summarily repealed
is a question more easily asked than answered.
STILLMAN H. GROVER,
HERBERT N. SAWYER,
GILMAN GREENOUGH,
School Board.
SCHOOL REPORT.
TABULAR STATEMENT.
Xcmher of .School.
